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Mio’s American Experience.

——

The Empson Family

We were so excited to have Mio come and stay with us here in Michigan because my son had
stayed with her family last year in Yasu. Her family had made such a impact on Tyler and gave him
the visit of a lifetime and made one of his dreams come true: to visit Japan. He felt like he was the
big brother in the Kanda family. He said Mio was so sweet he couldn't wait for her to visit. It was
very cute on the first day. When Mio saw Tyler she ran up to him and hugged him, they were both
happy to be reunited.

The first couple days Mio was so tired. I felt bad for her as a mom, but she pushed through it. She
was a trooper! I kept asking her what she really wanted to do and she said: Shopping! She was so
sweet, remembering to buy toys for her sisters. We later found out that what she wanted was a hard
to find item LOL dolls! This made the hunt for the toys fun! We stopped at many stores and finally
. found them. She was so happy. We visited many malls and stores and
=2 . she bought gifts for herself, family, and, friends.

On our family days we visited Detroit, and went to Eastern Market.
we had some great pizza, caught a ride on the Q-Line, and stopped at
- Campus Martius. She was so great about trying different foods, and

i walking large distances. Later in the evening Mio had brought us a
bunch of really nice gifts from Japan, she even brought some things that

Tyler had when he was in Japan. We received many yummy foods and

delicious sweets!

We spent a day out at my parents house on a lake. We had a wonderful day riding jet skies, paddle
boating, relaxing and boating. Mio really liked the hammock and even got in a short nap with my
daughter before dinner. (she certainly needed it)

As the week began, it got busy with the many activities planned by the Parks and Rec. We all

enjoyed Cj Barrymores rides and games, and hanging out with the rest “=T= === .=
A iy

of the group. Sometimes after activities we would stop for dinner or ice-
cream. In the evening when everyone was home the kids would play
video games, go for a bike ride, walk, or just hang out. _
Everyday we felt like Mio was a part of our family and I wish she i
could have stayed longer. I didn't want to think about when she had to leave. She has a place in our
hearts, and in our family. We couldn't have asked for a better person to stay with us, we really hope
we see her again. I am now hoping to go to Japan. Through my kids, and all the Wonderfull people I
have met though the Clinton Township Parks and Recs. Department, I have such a desire to visit and

explore their culture and visit previous kids that have stayed with us. They are all family now!
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‘Memories that will last a lifetime
The Patton Family

The day before we met, nervousness set into the Patton home. We were anxiously awaiting Aito
Kikuchi's arrival, while re-reading over every email that the township and Yasu sent. We planned
and prepared for a week of adventure. Printed emails of each day hung on the kitchen wall to make
sure we didn't miss a thing. We'll make it through the week, we thought. This is what we do.
Little did we know the impact that week was going to have on our family. This was our first year

participating in the program, so while we read what we could expect, we really didn't know what to

Things we knew prior to Aito’s arrival were his favorite food
was meat. He wanted to try an American McDonald’s hamburger
to compare against Japan's. He wanted to play basketball with
. the family, because that’s his favorite sport. Last, but certainly
not least, Aito wanted to go to Niagara Falls if possible. Yep, he
was definitely an honorary Patton.

Aito’s list seemed easy enough and we were excited about
taking him to Niagara Falls.

Day 1, July 7, 2018. We picked
Aito up from the Hyatt. We were

unsure as to bow, hug him or shake his hand. He seemed so quiet, but also eager
to start the day. We swung by our home to meet Anthony and then dropped off his
luggage before heading to the park for a picnic with the other host families and
delegates. The day was absolutely
beautiful.

Our time at the park was nice. We
ate and played games. Frisbee was the

best. We chatted and then made our

exit. We cut the activity short because we wanted to get to Niagara
Falls.

We made it to Niagara Falls, with time to still ride the Hornblower

cruise boat and get closer to the Falls. Aito loved it and found it to be
very beautiful. He was in awe. It was an incredible and unforgettable day.

Each day we learned something new about Aito and vice versa. On the days that there were no scheduled
activities, we created our own. We played board games, card games, video dance games, basketball, went bicycle
riding and of course we hit several restaurants, like Red Robin, and BD’s Mongolian Grill. Pizza was a hit in our home
that week as well. We also went grocery shopping and picked up some goodies that Aito wanted or wanted to try.
We went to the Mall to do some shopping. We checked out Morley’s Chocolate factory and watched the process of
chocolates and candy being made.

Aito got to attend the Clinton Township Parks and Rec summer day camp program for a little while, so he could
experience the program.

All the events the Township had set up were Awesome! C.J. Barrymore was a smash hit. We did the bumper boats,

_8_



bumper carts, laser
tag and so many other
activities there. The
night of the festival/
fireworks, was an
enriching experience.
The YIFA Yasu tent
was a big hit. We

volunteered with the calligraphy section (with Aito of course) to do calligraphy demonstrations. The people of the
Township were very intrigued. We ate Coney Island hot dogs as we watched the fireworks light up the sky as one big
Happy Family. Aito met up with his friend, Ten, who hung out with us quite a bit during the week, and they walked

around the festival and listened to the band playing. It was a great evening.

e Our excursion to Detroit was another hit. The DNR was
GRNELOWE - | o |

- insightful and the Diamond Jack cruise ride was relaxing,
educational and fun. Aito, Ten, and most of the other
younger delegates and our children, played in the water by
the fountain afterwards, and they had so much fun.

So many memories we made and so little time to make
more. The days seem to fly by and we knew our time was
dwindling down. However, we didn't focus on how much
time we had left to spend with Aito, we focused on how
many memories we could continue to create while we had
time.

The time we spent with Aito was absolutely wonderful.

We asked him on the last day, what his favorite part of the

: trip was, and he replied, “Niagara Falls”. We're so glad we
were able to make it there for him. We're glad we participated in the program. Our family created a bond with Aito,
that we hope will last forever. The memories we all created
will last a lifetime. We're truly thankful that we stumble
upon this program on an announcement on Facebook and
our email. It was one of the greatest experiences we have
had and plan on being part of the program again. It was hard

letting Aito go on the last day. It was hard saying goodbye.

So instead of saying goodbye, we said, “this is just until we
see you again.”
Real tears were shed that day and there was an ache in all of our hearts. We will forever be thankful to the YIFA
program and Clinton Township Parks and Recreation for everything they did to help us have some of the best
————— e e memories in those eight days that will last a
' lifetime. The entire experience went above and
beyond our expectations. Until next year!
It was hard letting go that last day. It was hard
saying goodbye. Our lives are forever changed

because of this experience.
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. Essay
Shirl Hathaway

I have been with the Yasu Exchange Group for about 20 years and have enjoyed each and every
guest that I have hosted. This year it couldn't have been a more perfect match with Takako, also
an artist, since I was still struggling with a few health issues and her company was delightful and
refreshing. Her quiet and gentle demure and willingness to help with things was certainly welcomed.
She was also included in my Monday evening class and wanted to continue painting and learning
while she was here.

Then the entire group was wonderful in also helping Takako get to functions when I had a bad
day and just couldn't be on my feet. Even though she wasn't interested in much shopping, I made
sure she could say that she went to Macy's and
explained the movie "Miracle on 34th Street"
1 and also made sure we walked through Sears,
the backbone of America before they completely
close down. We also got to see the outdoor mall
at Partridge Creek, visited Metro Beach and
walked along the water, introduced her to friends
at the outdoor pavilion for music and dancing,etc.

The trip to Greektown, Motown, Fisher

Theatre and area was really nice and I'm sure
Takako enjoyed it. Neither of us was that interested in the Jimmy-Johns Stadium and perhaps would
have rather painted, but we enjoyed being with the group. Unfortunately I wasn't up to joining them

for the Outdoor Adventure tour, so I can't comment on that other than my last guest did enjoy it.

Takako seemed to enjoy just painting in my Japanese garden :
and getting feedback after learning a new technique from my \ >
demonstrations. Her paintings in acrylic are quite nice and she - . A\ _ =
even brought many samples of her puppets that she made and also . .‘ 3
entertained us with a puppet show at our going away party. I was gy b Igp

thrilled that she let me pick a puppet to keep and I will cherish it.
Takako also prepared Japanese dinners for me and we exchanged
recipes. All in all, T can't express how much I enjoyed Takako and
certainly would have loved to kidnap her. We will keep in touch and
I will be sending her paintings done step by step so that she won't

forget the instruction she had.
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Hosting A Familiar Friend from Japan

Juanzetta Tolliver

It was a beautiful, sunny day when I arrived at the hotel to pick up Ikumi Komori from Japan, and
this time I was returning the kindness she and her family showed me when I visited Yasu, Japan in
2015. It was so exciting that I jumped up and down and screamed when I saw her again! She was
also very excitedl My family was very happy that we were hosting a Japanese visitor, especially
someone that everyone had seen so many pictures of, and heard so much about. My husband Kenneth
and I wanted to be sure that Ikumi had a rich cultural experience during her visit. We had many fun
activities planned. Each day after breakfast we always had somewhere to go. Ikumi speaks pretty
good English which was a plus for us all.

On the first day we had free time after the picnic
gathering, so we walked around the local shops, had frozen
yogurt, and we took lots of pictures with my daughter
Venus. Later, we went to one of the largest fruit and
vegetable markets in the area. Ikumi was amazed by all of

the colorful fruits and veggies. She took many videos and

photos. It was our lucky day as we got to sample hot foods,
such as mini hamburger sliders, hot dogs, and soup! Then it was time to relax.

On Sunday we took Ikumi to worship service at our church, Greater New Hope Missionary Baptist
Church in New Haven, Michigan. Here, she also met my son Kenneth III. She enjoyed the praise and
worship songs, and was welcomed by many of our members. After church we went home for a family
gathering of food and fun. We took lots of pictures with my daughter Angela's family. She and husband
Shawn have six children, and they were playing music and singing for Ikumi. Then we went for a walk at
the park and Tkumi was running and climbing trees with the kids! Everyone had a good timel

The week-long activities began with a visit to the Henry Ford Museum at Greenfield Village with
my daughter Raven. We enjoyed seeing the vintage cars, art exhibits, and historical displays. We took
Tkumi to the Motown Museum, Hitsville, USA in Detroit. She loved the music, songs, and artifacts.
She learned a lot about the African-American experience during her stay with us. We visited Belle
Isle taking in the beautiful Scott Fountain, Flower Greenhouse, Aquarium, and another country,
Canada, on the other side of the water! We also visited the Detroit Institute of Arts (DIA). I think
Tkumi liked visiting the museums the most. We also had lunch at the Detroit Yacht Club on Belle Isle.
On the final day of her visit, Ikumi and I went to see the Detroit Symphony Orchestra at the Edsel
and Eleanor Ford House in Grosse Pointe, which ended with fireworks!

We had a wonderful time hosting Tkumi. My family was very grateful to have had the opportunity
to share our life experiences with such a wonderful person! I hope that she will remember us as life-

long friends.
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Essay —

Tom & Karen Layman

We have been in the exchange program for five years
now. It started on the twentieth anniversary. We went to
Japan to celebrate with all of the other visitors, some who
have been there before. Our host family was wonderful
and we still consider them out extended family from across
the sea.

This was our third time hosting a Japanese delegate.

The other two were both women, very enjoyable. This
time, we had the honor to host Mr. Haruhito (Harry) Takeda. We picked him up at the hotel and from
the very start, Tom and Harry made a connection.

They enjoyed visiting out in our backyard on the swing. It was fun to see how much Harry
enjoyed the birds, squirrels and rabbits out in the yard. He said it was very peaceful. Tom also liked
getting to know Harry and learning about the Japanese culture. He was very easy to get along with
and was up for anything we suggested doing. It was fun cooking our favorite foods for him. Tom
even cooked for him, oatmeal, I think.

Tom took him to different shopping venues, such as Vince and Joes, Meijers, Lowes and the
malls. It was nice to see his interest in the differences between American and Japanese stores. He
commented that they were quite large. He had never seen a store like Lowes or Home Depot.

On one of our free days, we went to the Detroit Institute of Arts. Unfortunately, the Japanese/
Asian exhibit was closed for restructuring. There were plenty of other exhibits that really interested
him and he took many pictures.

The time went by so fast and we will cherish the memories we shared with Harry. It was a
pleasure to get to know and have him in our home. We will always consider him, our friend.

We were grateful to be once
again, a part of the Sister City
Exchange Program. It reinforces
the point that even though we
speak different languages, there
1s a common similarity between
us. We hope that the program
continues for another twenty-five

years or longer.
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_Sister City Program Adventures

Emily Green

I have been a part of the Clinton Township - Yasu
City Sister City Program since 2014 and each year
always leaves me with precious memories that I want
to keep and remember for the rest of my life. The
cultural exchange in 2018 is no different than years
prior.

I was thankfully able to go to the airport to meet

everyone as they landed in Michigan. The sister city ©

program is one of the most anticipated moments that I
have been looking forward to all year. When I got to meet everyone there were lots of happy hellos
and hugs all around. I got to reunite with familiar faces and meet other people for the first time. I
knew it was going to be an amazing ten days as soon as everyone got together.

This year I was able to host Minami Tanabe. We had lots of fun and throughout the trip it
seemed that nearly all of the pictures of us together would have food involved. We honestly hit it off
immediately as we were messaging each other on LINE and already had a lot of things on a check
list to see and do. As Minami’s host I really wanted to make her time in Michigan one to remember
and to enjoy.

For our free days I decided to surprise Minami to a trip to Chicago for a day and a half. After
waking up at 5:00 after a long day of the welcome picnic we were off to the Windy City for a time of
fun. We explored a good portion of Downtown Chicago before falling asleep as soon as we checked
into our hotel after six hours of walking around. It was my first time in Chicago as well and it was a
memorable trip for us both.

When the schedule went into full swing, time sure went by quickly. From racing each other on go-
karts, working the festival and watching fireworks, watching baseball, to exploring Detroit; this has
been a wonderful experience.

The Sister City Program is one of forging
connections that will last a lifetime. It is about
making a bridge between the two countries of
America and Japan by cultural exchange and
making friendships. The time I spent with Minami
and the other delegates are one to remember and
a moment of time that I will always treasure for

the rest of my life.
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Yasu Visitors

Maureen & Norman Kay
Warren, Michigan

This summer we had the opportunity to host for the 25th anniversary of Yasu Cultural Exchange.

Our guest Hiroko, quickly warmed up to her Michigan surroundings and embraced the events
we had planned. Norm and I were not sure what she would find interesting. Our concerns were
unwarranted as our ideas were well received and mornings consisted of planning our day and
comparing lifestyles.

Our daughter and son in law, Jennifer
and Jorge also hosted to student Rei.
During that time we attended some of the
same events as well as a few of the other
families and their guests. They travelled
to upper Michigan, Mackinac Island for a
few days.

We treated the week with our guests
with the attitude of a “stay-cation”

Always a pleasure to visit the numerous A

places and activities of metro Detroit-such jewels and difficult to compare to other cities.

We enjoyed numerous picnics on the waterfront as well as hearing the Detroit Symphony
Orchestra and fireworks finale on Lake St Clair. We were reacquainted with host Shirley from our
earlier days in 1995 and her guest Takako. We toured the Fisher Building and awed the magnificent
architecture of downtown buildings, the Detroit River and Canadian shoreline.

Resting along the way at Greektown for a “scrumptious” lunch of pizza and antipasto salad was a
chance to secure our second wind. By Saturday, we laughed about the five different styles of pizza
we ate through the week.

Clinton Township and their representatives provided a great backdrop with activities which
intertwined with some of ours; in that what we saw from the shore earlier in the week, we enjoyed
up close on our Diamond Jack boat ride. Such an amazing day to spend on the river and feeling the
sun/breeze.

We captured every-day living events and shared recipes. After shopping at a specialty Asian
market, we made both a Japanese meal (ton katu-pork cutlets and okonomikaki-fried cabbage patties)
while I received a lesson with the chop sticks Hiroko brought me. (I told her I'm going to starve as
my learning curve was poor). I made zucchini bread and muffin which is a favorite Michigan summer
treat.

One of our highlights was to see everyone from our group gather and share the happenings at

_20_



their cultural tent at the Clinton Township
festival. Rei was excited to decorate the
tent and wear his Japanese garment (he
was unhappy to take it off when the event
was over). The senior members of the tour
also embraced such a warmth towards the
youth, hosts and previous participants -
there were many activities and customs to
see and do.

Another highlight was Saturday’s farewell

'« aan] | ; 4..\ 3= _~ entertainment from the younger participants.
They created a show with the hand made puppets (by artist Takako) along with a peppy and cute song.
Additionally, the glow bowling was a great event; cheering and a playful competition with each other.

Our final day was spent enjoying a leisure lunch at the Detroit Yacht Club/Belle Isle with Nuby.
Our conversation covered many topics as we reflected with Hiroko, Juanzetta, Ikumi, Rei and our
family.

So impacting was the gathering and departure on Sunday. Kenneth performed a magic trick -
joining two pieces of rope - creating one piece - of which he announced “we started the beginning of
the week as two and now we are all one”.

When I think about the time we spent together, we really are more alike than we are different.

The week began with language barriers and differences of food, but as the week progressed, those
differences bonded us with a deeper appreciation for each other and our countries.

With that said, we thank you for the opportunity to share your culture and our 2018 Michigan

summer!
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Our Visitor from Our Second Home
Melanie & Michael Field

Last year was our first trip out of the country, this year we
were able to be a host for someone who was experiencing the
same adventure. We were very fortunate to have Ai (eye) come
and stay with us. The moment that we all met each other we
could tell that it was going to be a good fit for all of us. We

exchanged gifts with each other; she brought us all sorts of

snacks and different items from Japan. We shared Michigan
made products with her. We started our first couple free days showing Ai the tip of the thumb. She
was able to see the nature side of the state in the cities of Bay Port and Caseville. We had dinner at
a 1950’s style diner where she got to try Michigan classic entrees. We
also explored The Henry Ford Museum, Detroit Zoo and a couple of
the malls in the area.

We had a lot of fun shopping and enjoying the activities that
Clinton Township had put together. Melanie and I personally had the !

most fun with Ai in the evenings; we would sit out on the patio or
in the kitchen and just talk for hours about everything. We learned that the Japanese language has
a lot of synonym like words that English has, we also learned that Ai knew Korean too. This was
an amazing experience for the Melanie and I and my family. They were all
over our house every night wanting to share the experience with us. We
created many new memories and inside jokes between all of us. A particular
favorite moment was discovering that we all had the same sense of humor;
Ai showed us a very funny video of her brother attempting to do a stunt — a
stunt that didn't end well.

This was our first time hosting, so we were a little nervous that we may

mess something up, but everything worked out fine. It was also comforting
to know that Ai knew Takahiro, our host brother that we stayed
with in Japan last year. We were even able to FaceTime with
him one night - so that was a nice memory too.

It is amazing to see how fast 10 days goes by, what is even
more amazing is to see how quickly you befriend someone in

that amount of time. Granted our time was short with each

other, we all had a great experience and made many memories

that will last a lifetime.



2018 Sister City Exchange Experience
Tom & Kathy Bemiss

Let us first say, thank you for coming to Michigan and letting us host youl

This year has been our sixth time hosting delegates from our Sister City, Yasu. Every time we
host we are exhausted by the end of the stay, but we wouldn't change it for world. We bring our
guest into our home as strangers and they leave our home as family. We have been able to develop
friendships that we would never have made if not for this program and thanks to social media have
kept in contact through the years. We have had the pleasure to visited Japan in 2009 and are looking
forward to another visit in the future.

Because of Facebook we were able to communicate with Reins Robertson prior to the visit and
talk about the program and how much we enjoy it. Reins became our next guest from Yasu. On
Saturday morning we walked
into the hotel to meet Reins and
the 13 other delegates and to
begin our adventure with our
new friends. Our first adventure
was to go to the welcome picnic
in New Baltimore to enjoy some
great food with our new friends.
We later went to our niece’s
graduation party were Reins
was introduced to our family.

Michigan has many wonderful

resources and one of them
is fishing. Our son, Sean has a boat and we were able to take Reins out fishing and caught some
walleye which we had for dinner.

For us this was one of the best years to host and the reason for it was the support of the Clinton
Township staff and Brian Kay. It is a very busy 10 days and we really liked the way Brian set up
the schedule by having the first three days to get to know our guest and let them settled in to our
home. Tuesday night at CJ Barrymore's was nice local entertainment and we felt everyone enjoyed
themselves. On Wednesday we were busy setting up for the festival and by putting the festival
outside we felt it had so much more exposer then in the past and everyone had a great time. We
also had a lot of people saying they have not heard about the program and we hope that Clinton
Township will put more effort into promoting the program. On Thursday we enjoyed a baseball
game at Jimmy John's stadium were they acknowledged the City Sister Program and let one of

the delegates throw the first ball. It was a beautiful night that we enjoyed with everyone. Friday
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was a perfect day to go to Detroit and enjoy the DNR Outdoor Adventure and take a walk on the
Riverwalk to catch the Detroit river cruise aboard the Diamond Queen with the group. After our fun
day we took our guests to dinner in Mexican village just a short drive from downtown Detroit. We
came home and had our daughter, Shanon and her friend, Jen come to play life size Janga. Saturday
was the last day to shop before going to the bowling alley for our farewell party. Another organized
event done well by Brian. After the farewell party it was time to go home and pack and recap the
past week and realize that our time was almost over. Sunday was a little tough as it always is. First
trying to wake Reins up to make it to the township hall by 7:30. It never fails, you wouldn't think
you could get so close to a total stranger within 10 days, but it is a life changing experience. We
have made many friends with our
guests from Yasu and hope for
many more great memories in
the future.

How can we make this program
larger and stronger? We think by
getting the program back into the
local schools. This is how we first
got involved in the program back
in 2000. To see the excitement of
our 14 year old daughter, Shanon,

came home from school and say

she wanted to go to Japan. We
were a little skeptical and it is a scary thing for a parent to send their child across the world, but
when we went to the meetings and found out more about the program we felt it would be a great
opportunity for her. We still keep in contact with our first guest and Shanon still remembers that
trip like it was yesterday.

Sincerely,
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